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JUNE MEETING. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 8th instant, 
at twelve o'clock, m.; the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved; and 
the Librarian reported the list of donors to the Library. 

The Recording Secretary, for the Corresponding Secretary, 
reported the receipt of a letter from George Hodges accepting 
his election as a Resident Member of the Society. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the gift, by Francis J. Garri- 
son, of the imposing-stone of Tlte Liberator, with the stand, 
used by William Lloyd Garrison; also a framed description of 
the stone, and eight abolition banners used at the anti-slavery 
fairs and festivals, and, at least on one occasion, at Hingham 
carried in procession. The description of the stone reads as 
follows: 

On this stone, for at least twenty years (1845-1865), William Lloyd 
Garrison made up each week with his own hands the type pages of 
his newspaper, The Liberator, which, founded by him in 1831, was 
published without interruption for thirty-five years, until, by the 
13th Amendment to the Constitution, slavery was abolished in the 
United States. 

"How many days and nights have I wearily bent over it in get- 
ting ready the paper for prompt publication! What a 'stone of 
stumbling' and a 'rock of offense' it was to all the enemies of eman- 
cipation!" (William Lloyd Garrison, Oct. 23, 1878, in a letter to 
George W. Stacy, of Milford, Mass., a brother printer and aboli- 
tionist, who purchased the stone and used it for twenty years (1866- 
1885), when it reverted to Mr. Garrison's family.) 

The Cabinet-Keeper also reported the gift, by the Due de 
Loubat, of a bronze medal recording his election to the Academie 
des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres on November 29, 1907; and 
the gift, by the late Mrs. Oliver W. Peabody, of a pair of glass 
decanters which belonged to Commodore Decatur. 

The Editor reported the gift, by Mrs. Theodore A. Dodge and 
her son Prof. R. E. Neil Dodge, of the unfinished manuscript 
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of our late associate Colonel Theodore A. Dodge on Frederick 
the Great, with which he purposed to close his Great Captains 
series. The work will be valuable for reference, and interest- 
ing as developing the method of the writer. With the manu- 
script are more than two hundred manuscript war maps, some 
of great elaboration, and one hundred and twenty-five designs 
of uniforms and portraits. He also reported that Samuel S. 
Shaw had again enriched our collections with printed and 
manuscript material, among which are two volumes of colonial 
newspapers, a manuscript autobiography of a thief, Charles 
Blade, written in Boston gaol, in 1800, and some letters drawn 
from the correspondence of Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw. Justin 
H. Smith had presented a manuscript of fifty-four pages, being 
the letter of Enoch Bayley on his experiences in the War of 
Independence. 

Richard Henry Dana, of Cambridge, was elected a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

The President then called upon Rev. Edward H. Hall, 
who read the following tribute to Colonel Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson: 

My acquaintance with Mr. Higginson may be said to have 
begun with his article in the Atlantic of February, 1859, en- 
titled "Ought Women to learn the Alphabet?" — a frank 
acknowledgment on my part of my slight acquaintance with 
our New England literature, of which, as I found, he was already 
an important exponent. I think it was the delicate irony of 
the title that first attracted me; though I ought to say at 
once that, so far as the theme itself v^as concerned, it had 
always been so uninteresting and gratuitous to my mind that 
it needed unusual literary skill to win my attention. I re- 
member well my fear lest this should prove one of the many 
cases where the title was the whole attraction, holding out a 
promise which the following pages failed to fulfil. I need hardly 
say, however, that the essay introduced me to one of the best- 
equipped essayists that our literature had then to boast, the 
slight persiflage of the title being simply the token of a writer 
deeply in earnest, with resources so ample that he could afford 
to handle them with lightness and humor. With pleasant 
satire, and extraordinary fulness of illustration, he leads us 
down through the ages to show the sad results which have 



1911J THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 66l 

followed from woman's first forbidden taste of the tree of 
knowledge. My discovery proved a most fortunate one, as 
this particular paper shows, better than almost anything else 
he has written, the literary charm and felicity which are now 
familiar to so wide a circle of readers. His simplicity of style, 
his familiarity with the literature of many lands, his affluence 
even to excess of historic illustration, his ready play of satire, 
his quick perception of the foibles of his fellows, and deeper 
feeling still for their sufferings and wrongs are all foreshadowed 
in this early essay. Whatever inspiration could come to an 
author from great humanitarian themes ready at hand, in- 
tensely real and vividly present, united with the chivalrous 
desire to track human wrongs to their source and make them 
all his own, came to Mr. Higginson without the asking. 

His choice of a profession was determined for him in ad- 
vance. He could not well escape it. Born in a college at- 
mosphere, " child of the university" as he has been called, 
coming upon the stage when our great masters of literature 
were just leaving it, if not stil] in their prime, he had a path 
before him from which he could hardly stray. It was fortu- 
nate for him, it was equally fortunate in a sense for the noted 
men whom he so closely followed; for his best laurels were 
gathered as their interpreter, each one as he disappeared re- 
ceiving at Mr. Higginson's hand the sympathetic word and 
discerning estimate which could come only from one of their 
own intellectual fellowship. If it sounds unwarranted to speak 
of these brief memorial sketches as the best laurels of so prolific 
a career, it must be remembered that he deliberately made 
this limited field of belles-lettres especially his own. No one 
had less reason to demur at being classified by posterity as an 
essayist than he. Unquestionably his literary ambition could 
hardly have satisfied itself without some incursions into the 
wider fields of letters. Indeed his longer and shorter his- 
tories of the United States are ample proofs of his capacity for 
scholarly research, had he chosen to devote himself to it. None 
of his writings have won for him more readers, or bear better 
comparison with books of their class. No more could he re- 
frain wholly from the allurements of romance, and the range 
of his fruitful genius cannot be fairly estimated without in- 
cluding "Malbone" or "The Monarch of Dreams." Yet we 



662 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

may rest content with his own decision in these matters, in- 
asmuch as having once tried his experiment he refused to 
follow it further. According to an able French admirer, who 
writes from an exceptionally intimate standpoint, in the Revue 
des Deux Mondes of June, 1901, Colonel Higginson in his the- 
ological days made serious efforts to school himself as a writer 
of romance, going so far under the influence of De Quincey's 
" Confessions " as to make experiments with opium to stimulate 
his imagination. 1 In his Preface to " Malbone " he says frankly, 
"its faults are obvious enough, and the recognition of them has 
kept the author from again risking himself so far in the realms of 
fiction.' ' 2 Certainly the world has little reason to regret this 
ingenuous decision. All this time his wide reading and catholic 
tastes were making him a master of easy and lucid English, and 
creating a large following among those who love life and nature 
in their happier moods. 

As his literary career seemed so plainly marked out for him, 
so was his public or political path. There was much of the 
knight-errant in him; not content with the wrongs that were 
patent to all, but going abroad to seek what others might pass 
negligently by. Whatever disrepute attached to them only 
kindled the more his spirit of adventure. No need of stirring 
him to action; he was always the challenger. The Kansas 
troubles, the John Brown affair, the fugitive slaves seized by 
United States authorities in law-abiding Boston, found him at 
the front while others were counting the cost or weighing 
legal or political obstacles. The great crisis of secession when 
it came found him already fully equipped. As a student he 
had become from the first an impassioned champion of the 
broadest religious faith. His moral instincts were formed in 
the days preceding the civil war. His youthful struggles 
against the nation's sins were over before the conflict began. 
The war brought nothing which he had not seen in the making. 
His side was taken before it had won the nation's endorse- 
ment; before freedom had become a watchword; before 
political subserviency had slunk away in presence of the peo- 
ple's great awakening. His story is for coming generations to 
read, in search for the hidden sources of the rebellion; from 

1 Revue des Deux Mondes, June 1, 616-656. 
8 Studies in Romance, iv. 
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the days of stern fanaticism endangering the good cause in 
advance, from the hour when the black man was kindly allowed 
to become a soldier of the republic, and needed those who be- 
lieved in him to lead him, to the strange hour of reaction, when 
having given his life to the nation the Negro had to fight for 
recognition anew. 

The war once over he took up again and once for all the 
pursuit of literature, finding it more than ever his true calling. 
His first work was a scholarly study and translation of the 
Works of Epictetus, justifying in a pleasant preface his choice 
of this particular author. "It has not seemed to me strange 
but very natural," he writes, as if to prove to himself that the 
soldier's life need not estrange one from the career of letters, 
"to pass from camp life to the study of Epictetus. Where 
should a student find contentment in enforced withdrawal 
from active service, if not in the ' still air of delightful studies' ? 
There seemed a special appropriateness also in coming to this 
work from a camp of colored soldiers, whose great exemplar, 
Toussaint FOuverture, made the work of this his fellow-slave 
a favorite manual. Moreover the return of peace seems a 
fitting time to call anew the public attention to those eternal 
principles on which alone true prosperity is based; and in a 
period of increasing religious toleration, to revive the voice 
of one who bore witness to the highest spiritual truths, ere 
the present sects were born." * 

His military experiences, as it proved, had not dulled at all 
his literary tastes, as appears in the uninterrupted series of 
treatises and essays published year after year almost until the 
hour of his death. Fit subjects for his aggressive pen seldom 
failed, always ready as he was to signalize every reform or 
stigmatize every moment of reaction. In the reform move- 
ment of 1892 he was the non-partisan candidate from his dis- 
trict for the House of Representatives. The subjects of his 
"Atlantic Essays," published in 1871, show the themes which 
were interesting him at that time: A Plea for Culture, 1867; 
Literature as an Art, 1867; Americanism in Literature, 1870; 
A Letter to a Young Contributor, 1862; Ought Women to 
learn the Alphabet? 1859; A Charge with Prince Rupert, 1859; 
Mademoiselle's Campaigns, 1858; The Puritan Minister, 1862; 

1 Works of Epictetus, Boston, 1866. 
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Fayal and the Portuguese, i860; The Greek Goddesses, 1869; 
Sappho, 1871; On an Old Latin Text-Book, 1871. 

A marked feature in these papers, as of all that Colonel 
Higginson wrote, is their unflinching democratic tone. Not- 
withstanding his wide acquaintance with foreign literatures, 
and partly because of his admiration of them, he lost no chance 
of comparing them unfavorably with the untrammelled freedom 
and untainted atmosphere of whatever was American. Noth- 
ing offended him more than the taking on of an English tone. 
The more alive he was to the splendor of our Anglo-Saxon 
heritage, the more impatient did he become of any disparage- 
ment of our purely western thought and democratic ways. 
They are the natural flowering of the Anglo-Saxon tree. This 
was especially apparent at the outbreak of the Rebellion, when 
the lovers of the mother country among us became suddenly 
aware that England had a rooted distaste for our national 
ideas and manners. It was then that he assailed Carlyle so 
impatiently, Carlyle the hero till then of all American idealists, 
for comparing the War of Secession with the burning out of a 
sooty chimney; reminding him at the same time that the term 
"nigger," which Carlyle used with great relish, was not in use 
in gentle society. This fierce democratic attitude had a hard 
time of it, to be sure, in men of Higginson's training, to prove 
how very different is the American idea of democracy (which 
is the true idea of course) from that of the common herd. The 
French admirer of Colonel Higginson to whom I have already 
referred is evidently much disconcerted at his having so much 
to say about class distinctions among his model Americans, 
and about country-bred students who, in spite of their humble 
origin, became eminent men. 1 Though a fervid champion at 
all odds of the equality of the two sexes, his French com- 
panion saw plainly that Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe did not 
quite come up to Colonel Higginson's mark in feminine grace 
and savoir-faire. When American "provincialism" is spoken of, 
he insists that while the term may perhaps be used, our pro- 
vincialism is quite another thing from what goes under that 
name in the old countries. To compare them is like compar- 
ing the decrepitude of old age with the weakness of infancy 
with all the promises of the future in its veins. In recounting 

1 Revue des Deux Mondes, 624. 



tgil.] THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 665 

his European experiences, according to this French eulogist, 
Colonel Higginson said quite frankly, "My first duty on ar- 
riving in England was to make sure of my position, and 
find out what they thought of us." * He evidently carried 
his "sturdy Americanism " with him wherever he went. On 
witnessing a grand military review, at a time when war with 
Russia was in the air, he was much amused when the pulley 
which was to hoist the British flag over the queen's pavilion 
refused to act. As to the troops, he was dazzled by the splendor 
of the uniforms, but thought a single company of his own 
bronzed and tattered Africans more imposing than all the 
battalions of Aldershot. 2 

In these respects Colonel Higginson did not differ essentially 
from other distinguished Americans whose enjoyment of the 
homage paid them in Europe has made them the more sensi- 
tive to any slight put upon things American, or any indifference 
to the marvels of our great western continent. The least 
touch of condescension puts these travellers on their mettle, 
and does much to destroy the easy intercourse of men wholly 
at one otherwise in tastes and acquirements. The latent pro- 
vincialism in us all seems to need but an accent or a gesture to 
rise up in resentment. But we cannot criticize Colonel Higgin- 
son's Americanism, based as it was on so genuine a confidence 
in his nation's future, and so profound a sympathy with the 
masses, who were still struggling to rise. 

His fidelity to the slave, as it was the first of his youthful 
passions, received a pathetic tribute in the last rites so lately 
paid to his memory. This spectacle went to all hearts. It was 
one triumph the more for his undaunted optimism. No better 
comment could be made upon his career than to contrast the 
apparently insoluble enigmas which confronted the country 
when his active life began, or the impenetrable gloom which 
to foreign eyes hung over the land, with the unity and peace 
which have gladdened his closing hours. His best predictions 
were verified; and a kind providence allowed him to see the 
final conciliations which he had done so much to make real. 

Mr. Pearson read a portion of a chapter on the fugitive 
slave law in the District of Columbia in 1862-1863. When in 

1 Revue des Deux Mondes, 643. 3 Ibid. 647. 

84 
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March, 1862, Brigadier-General James S. Wadsworth became 
military governor of the District of Columbia, in order to in- 
sure the freedom of the contrabands over whom he had con- 
trol he adopted the practice of issuing "military protections " 
to them. But after the passage of the act emancipating the 
slaves in the District, fugitives from Maryland began to seek 
this new piece of free-soil territory. When the owners de- 
manded the return of their property, some doubt arose as to 
whether or not the constitutional provision guaranteeing the 
right of an owner to a slave escaping from one State to another 
State, and the fugitive slave laws of 1793 and 1850 covered the 
case of a slave escaping from a State to the District of Columbia. 
The district court of the District of Columbia sustained the 
slaveholders, while Wadsworth took the opposite stand. In 
one case, in maintaining the validity of his military protec- 
tions, he forcibly took from the jail a mulatto imprisoned there 
by order of the court. Through the remainder of the year 1862 
fugitives were returned to their masters in spite of Wadsworth's 
efforts. In March, 1863, Congress abolished the district court, 
but the supreme court which it established was evenly divided 
as to its power to act when the first fugitive slave case was 
brought before it. A commissioner whom it' appointed, how- 
ever, heard such cases, and as late as November of that year 
returned slaves to their owners. 

Col. Thomas L. Livermore said in the course of a running 
discussion that arose on Mr. Pearson's paper: 

Our President's comment upon the practice, during the 
War of the Rebellion, of disregarding constitutional rights, 
recalls an instance of grave suppression of private rights, in 
the public interest, which had some connection with the topic 
of the paper which Mr. Pearson has read to-day. 

General Charles P. Stone, a native of this State, after hon- 
orable command from the beginning of the war in the forces 
along the Potomac, was arrested in February, 1862, and until 
the following August was imprisoned in Fort Lafayette, upon 
an order from Washington. No charge of offence was made 
known to him, and, notwithstanding his request for trial, no 
court was convened and no excuse was made for the neglect 
to call one. His case attracted much notice and criticism. 
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It was rumored, and believed by many, that some official — 
to whom rumor attached sometimes the name of Secretary 
Stanton, and sometimes that of Senator Sumner — had insti- 
gated the arrest because of the conviction that fugitive slaves 
seeking refuge -in General Stone's camp had been returned 
by him to their owners, and that he had treasonably communi- 
cated with the enemy. But nothing ever drew out official 
affirmation or denial of such rumors or disclosure of the cause 
or instigator of the arrest. 

In 1867 Governor Blair, the "war governor' y of Michigan, 
related to me an incident as of his personal knowledge — I 
think he said it took place in his presence — which throws 
some light on the case. He said that in an interview which 
President Lincoln gave to General Stone after his release from 
Fort Lafayette, the following colloquy was had between them. 
The General. "Mr. President, I have been arrested and 
imprisoned, unlawfully, without cause, without charges and 
without warrant, and I have been released without trial or 
judgment. This has stained my character and impaired my 
professional standing as an officer of the army. I have come 
to ask that a court shall be called to decide whether I com- 
mitted offence that my reputation may be established by 
its judgment." The President. "General Stone, if, serving in 
front of the enemy, you were called upon to lead an attack 
in which you believed you would certainly meet death, would 
you hesitate to obey the order?" The General. "Certainly 
not!" The President. "Well, General, you must regard the 
present case as one in which, in like manner, you must make 
a great sacrifice for the nation's good, in giving up what you 
now ask." * 

The Editor submitted copies of papers giving the details of 
a shipment of New England rum to the coast of Africa in 1794, 
taken from the mss. of William Smith, a prominent merchant 
of Boston. 

1 The appointment of General Stone soon afterwards to important military 
service, and his long continuance in the same, were in effect his exoneration by 
the Administration. 
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Dawson to Montgomery & Co. 

Liverpool, 24th Nov'r, 1792. 
Messrs. John Montgomery & Co., Boston. 

Gent'n, — I have receivd your favor of the 10th Ultimo and 
am Obligd for your kind Offers of Service, but you will be informd 
e're this the African [trade] is not yet Abolished. I am not at present 
in want of Shipping, but its probable I may send a Ship or Ships to 
your address to take in Rum such as you mention, to assort other 
Goods upon the Coast. If I should dispatch any Ship to you, or 
my agents on the Coast of Africa in my Name, to be Loaded with 
Rum etca, I shall rely on you to use your best endeavours for my 
Interest, and also to give the Vessels the quickest dispatch possible, 
and your Bills on me to the amount of whatever is Shipd for my 
Account will meet due Honor, and you will please to observe, I do 
not permit Goods to be Shipd on a Vessel of mine upon any pre- 
tence whatever but what is solely for my Own Account. I am 

Gent'n Your Obed't Servant 

John Dawson. 

N. B. Bills to be drawn payable at Ninety days sight 
If you want such a Cargo send the Abby or Young Hero of with 
slaves, and go for it I shall send the Abby amount by the Hero; it 
was not what I wish when she was under Sale, and give them notice 
to obey Orders or take the Consequence, no more Time with Slave 
Ship — youl observe the Proportion of water I wish, refer to the 
Thomas and the moad of geting it at Ambona 

J.D. 

Ashley to Montgomery & Co. 

Badagry, 3d June, 1793. 

Gent'n, — Agreable to directions receiv'd from John Dawson, 
Esq. of Liverpool as per Letter enclos'd, I have consign'd to your 
address the Brigg Abbey, Cap'n Winter, for a Cargoe good strong 
Rum; which I must beg of you to have put on board with all pos- 
sible dispatch: as I shall be much in want, having been lately much 
disappointed in the arrival of our Liquor Ships from Holland, owing 
to the Warr between France and England. 

I must beg your particular attention to this Cargoe, that the 
Liquor is good and strong: and that the Casks be all strong and 
well Iron bound. I also wish as many Ankers put on board as you 
possible can procure. I have given Cap'n Winter the plan and 
directions for a Wood House, similar to what you send to the W't 
Indies, which I request you will get made, and every thing properly 
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fitted. Your particular attention to this will be considerd a great 
favour. Whatever spare room the Brigg may have fill up with 
Lumber and Sparrs. Two Carpenters and an Armourer please also 
to procure, and if possible to be Engaged for Twelve months. A 
Quantity Ash Oars please also send. 

I have given Cap'n Winter a Memorandum for several small 
Articles which I wish procured. You will please to observe that 
Frugality must strictly be attended to in respect to the Disburse- 
ments of the Vessell. Mr. Dawson is exceedingly particular in 
these points, and as this will be the first Vessell you have of his, 
hope He will not have the least cause to find fault. Cap'n Winter 
has now been out a long time from England, therefore the Brigg will 
stand in need of several Stores and Necessaries which he must have* 
He wants a new Windlass some Cordage, etc. but as little as can be 
well help'd. 

By Cap'n Winter I send you One of this Country manufacturd 
Cloths, which I beg your prior Acceptance, it perhaps may be 
thought a Curiosity. I am Sir Your obd't Ser't 

John Ashley. 

Ashley to Dawson. 

Sir, — Since writing the Foregoing have receiv'd advices from 
to Leward of the great distress they are in for Liquor It has de- 
termin'd me to send the Brigg Abbey direct to Boston for an imme- 
diate supply; but You will observe I have been under the neces- 
sity of Promising Capt. Winter an Emoulument from You of £100, 
as he carry no Slaves off, to be consider'd in lieu of Commissions 
which he would have otherways acquird. I flatter myself You will 
not be displeas'd in this Arrangement as it will be the means of 
getting the Ship Hero off in Six Weeks from Hence whereas had this 
not been done the Hero must remain two or three Months Longer 
waiting for her Complement the Expence of which would soon have 
amounted to double that Sum. Added to which the Old Hero is by 
no means a fitt Ship to Remain long on this Coast. 

I daily look for an arrival from Liverpool in expectation thereof, 
remain, Sir, 

J. Ashley. 

Badagry, 2nd June, 1793. 

Captain Winter to Montgomery & Co. 

Portland, Septr. 18th, 1793. 

Gentlemen, — I left the Coast of Africa 25th June last, addressed 
by the Agent of John Dawson Esqr. Merchant Liverpool to your 
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firm in Boston for a Cargo of Rum and to return immediately to the 
Coast. On the 16th I arrived in this port in want of water & pro- 
visions, immediately after my arrival the Collector of the port 
Nathl. Fosdick Esqr. upon seeing my papers seized the Vessel, 
alledging for reason the papers were illegal. The circumstances are 
as follows. Mr. Dawson bought the vessel in Liverpool in 1792 
from James Taylor late of Norfolk in Virginia. She is American 
built at Hampton in Virginia and as I am informed was seized at 
Liverpool and sold by the Custom House. She has no English 
Register, but a Bill of Sale from Mr. Taylor and a regular clearance 
from the Custom House in Liverpool. I mean to protest in the 
regular form against the Collector and for all damages. I shall wait 
upon you in a few days. I am Gentlemen your most obdt. Serv. 

Josh. Winter. 
P. S. I have the old American Register. 

Protest against Seizure, 
commonwealth of massachusetts. 

Cumberland Ss. 

By this public instrument of Protest be it known, manifest and 
declared unto all unto whom these presents shall come that upon 
the eighteenth day of September instant Joseph Winter Master or 
Commander of the Brigantine called the Abby, belonging to Liver- 
pool in England; came, before me John Frothingham Esqr. a Jus- 
tice of the Peace and notary Public for said County, duly admitted 
and sworn, and residing in Portland in the County aforesaid, and 
requested me the said Notary to make and enter a Protest. And 
upon the day of the date hereof; the said Joseph Winter, and 
Graham Steel Mate of the same Brigantine Abby, came and ap- 
peared, before me the said Notary, and on their solemn oaths, do 
declare and say, That upon the twenty fifth day of June last past 
they sailed from the coast of Africa in said Brigantine, bound for 
Boston in the Commonwealth aforesaid addressed to John Mont- 
gomery & Co. That at about one o'clock in the morning of the 
seventeenth inst: they came to anchor, in the harbour of Portland 
aforesaid being short of water and provisions. That early in the 
morning the said Winter came on Shore at said Portland, and on 
the wharf was met by a person calling himself an officer of the 
Customs, who requested to see his papers, and told him he must go 
to the Custom house with them, which he the said Winter accord- 
ingly did, and delivered them to the Collector. That soon after the 
Collector (Mr. Fosdick) put some hands on board the Brigg and 
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ordered her to be bro't up, and requested the said Winter to direct 
his people to bring her into the dock; otherwise he should be under 
the necessity of taking her up, as her papers were not legal. The 
said Winter replied that he had already sent down a boat with 
such orders, as his cables, he apprehended, were not sufficient to 
hold her, where she then was. That about sun setting the Brigg 
was along side the wharf, Mr. Fosdick, who had previously in- 
formed the said Winter that he had seized the Brigg, immediately 
ordered her sails to be unbent, her ropes to be unroved, yards to 
be struck, and her guns to be put on shore; which was immediately 
set about by persons in the employ of the said Collector, and the 
said Winter, was altogether dispossessed and deprived of the said 
Brigantine Abby, and she now remains in the custody and posses- 
sion of the said Fosdick. Wherefore these Appearers do Protest 
and I Notary Public as aforesaid, at their request, do hereby pro- 
test against the said Fosdick, for seizing and detaining the said 
Brigantine as aforesaid, and for all the losses, damages, costs and 
charges, that have arisen, or may arise to these Appearers, to the 
Owners of the said Brigantine Abby, or any others therein con- 
cerned, by reason of her being seized and taken out of the posses- 
sion of the said Winter by the said Fosdick, in manner, as herein 
before mentioned and set forth. 

Josh. Winter 
Graham Steel 

In testimony whereof I have here unto set my hand, & 
seal affixed my Seal of Office at said Portland the nineteenth 
day of September 1793. 

John Frothingham, Noty Public 

Winter to Smith. 

Sir, — Mr. Pribble and Me have been With Mr. Fosdike the Col- 
lector, who Informs us that he Seizd the Abby for Reason that her 
Papers were Illeagle, and Sais it is Out of his Power to Deliver her 
up as he has Libeld. her. I am Stil of an Opinion that the People 
Can Recover their wages from the Ship and that i have no Right to 
Pay their Wages. Supposing that Mr. Dawson was not Able to 
Pay them, and no Merchant in this Country that would take uppon 
them to Advance Any Money on Account of Mr. Dawson I Should 
then Suppose that the Ship Would be Obliged to Pay them, I Should 
be Exeedingly Obligd to you to Mention the Case to Mr. Adams 
the Attorney and Pleas to Let me know as Soon As Possible. I Re- 
main your most Obdt. hbl St 

Josh. Winter. 

Portland, Octr. 2nd, 93. 
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Preble to Smith. 

Portland, Octar 3, 1793. 

Dear Sir, — I reed your favr. per Cap Winter the Collector of 
this district refuses to give the Vessell up. I have advised the Cap 
to Bond for her I find the Wages due to her People are considerable, 
and the attorneys here say the Vessell is answerable. She must be 
apprized with that Incumbrance and as the Vessell is not fit for any 
trade but the one she has been in I think her value here will be con- 
sidered very small, which cannot amount to much if she is Con- 
dem'd which I think she will not be Mr Fosdick says he has detaind 
her wholly on acct of her Register. I advised the Capt to write you 
but he being very anxious to Accomplish his Business thinks best 
to go himself. I have paid him the One hundred and Twenty Pounds 
Sterg and have his draft on you for that amt if you agree to have the 
vessell Bonded you will get some other Bondsman beside myself I 
am willing to be one provided you Indemnify me I am Your Friend 
and Hum Servt 

Eben Preble 

Endorsed, M r William Smith Merch* Boston per Capt Winter 

Sale of Ship. 

To all people to whom these presents shall come Know ye that 
I Joseph W. Winter now residing in Portland in the county of 
Cumberland and commonwealth of Massachusetts Mariner for and 
in the name and on the behalf of John Dawson of Liverpool in the 
kingdom of Great Britain Merchant in consideration of the sum of 
three hundred pounds lawful money of said commonwealth to me 
in hand paid by William Smith of Boston in the county of Suffolk 
and commonwealth aforesaid Merchant the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged have and by these presents do for and on the 
behalf of the said John Dawson give grant bargain sell assign and 
deliver to the said William Smith his executors administrators and 
assigns forever a certain ship or vessell now at anchor in the har- 
bour of Portland aforesaid and now called the Abby of Liverpool 
together with all the tackle apparrel furniture and appurtenances 
of the said ship or vessell of every kind name or nature to the same 
belonging which ship or vessell is now a Brigantine of the burthen 
of one hundred and twenty five tons according to the admeasure- 
ment of James Lunt Esquire Surveyor of the said Port of Portland 
taken and ascertained according to the rules prescribed by the 
laws of the United States of America in that case made and provided 
which said Brigantine was originally built in the form and denomina- 
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tion of a Schooner in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty five at Hampton in the State of Virginia and within 
the said United States whereof Thomas Willock of the borough of 
Norfolk in the said State of Virginia Merchant was the sole owner 
and was afterwards to wit on the sixth day of February in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety, sold by the 
said Thomas Willock by his agent James Taylor to the said John 
Dawson by a bill of Sale thereof duly executed and for a valuable 
consideration which said ship or vessell before the sale and con- 
veyance aforesaid by the said Thomas Willock to the said John 
Dawson and before the said Ship or vessell was altered by the said 
Dawson from the denomination of a Schooner to the said denomina- 
tion of a Brigantine was duly registered as a ship or vessell of the 
said United States at the port of Norfolk and Portsmouth in the said 
State of Virginia a certificate of which registry is in the words and 
figures following, that is to say 

"N?nine. "In pursuance of an act of the Congress of the 

United States of America, entitled, an act for 
Seal registering & clearing vessells, regulating the 

Coasting trade & for other purposes — 
" Thomas Willock of the borough of Norfolk in 
Sec^ of tl^TreasT Virginia Merchant having taken & subscribed the 
oath required by the said act & having sworn that 
he is a citizen of the United States and sole owner 
of the ship or vessell called the Abby of Norfolk 
whereof John M c Heron is at present Master & 
Seal is a citizen of the United States & that the said 

ship or vessell was built at Hampton in Virginia 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty five — And Daniel Bidenger Surveyor of 
W? Lindsay this District having certified to us that the said 

' ship or vessell has one deck and two masts that 

her length is sixty feet her breadth nineteen feet 
her depth six feet six inches & that she measures 
sixty three tons that she is a square sterned vessell 
has no gallery and no head — And the said sub- 
Seal scribing owner having consented and agreed to 
the above description and measurement and hav- 
Philemon Gats- ' m g caused sufficient security to be given as is re- 
wo ° * quired by the said act the said Schooner has been 
duly registered at the Port of Norfolk & Ports- 
mouth in Virginia. 

" Given under our hands and seals of office at 
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the Port of Norfolk and Portsmouth this third 
day of December in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty nine." 

To have and to hold the said ship or vessell to him the said William 
Smith his executors administrators & assigns forever together with 
all & singular the tackle apparrel furniture and appurtenances to 
the same belonging. And I the said Joseph W. Winter for myself 
and for and on the behalf of the said John Dawson our executors 
and administrators do hereby covenant to and with the said William 
Smith his executors administrators and assigns that in the peacable 
possession of the said ship or vessell by the said William Smith to be 
had & enjoyed I the said Joseph .W. Winter will forever warrant and 
defend against the lawful claims of all persons whatsoever. 

In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal this eleventh 
day of December Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety three. 

Josh. W. Winter 
Sign'd SeaPd and Deliver'd in presence of us 
The word "three" In the sixth line being first interlined 
Dan'l Davis. 
Jno Bagley, Jun. 

Winter to Hammond. 

Portland in Massachusetts, Decer. 10, 1793. 

Sir, — Having met with much difficulty and been put to great 
expence since my arrival in America and in this place more espe- 
cially, I take the Liberty to state to you the particular circumstances, 
and to request that you will take the proper steps to obtain such re- 
dress as you may consider me entitled to. 

On the 17 th of September last, I arrived in this port in the Brigan- 
tine Abby, which I then commanded, from the coast of Africa. This 
Vessell was owned by John Dawson Esqr. a Merchant of Liverpool 
in England, and I was ordered from the coast of Africa to the port 
of Boston for a cargo of Rum. 

She was originally a Virginia built Schooner of 63 Tons, built at 
Hampton in Virginia in the year 1785, was then owned by Thomas 
Willock Merchant of Norfolk and registered in the port of Norfolk 
according to the laws of the United States; and was then to all 
intents & purposes an American Vessell. 

In the year 1790 my owner, Mr. Dawson, purchased her in Liver- 
pool; gave £300 sterling for her, and received a regular Bill of sale 
of her, from James Taylor, Mr. Willocks agent in Liverpool, when 
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the vessell and Bill of Sale were delivered him; and as by the laws 
of England, an English register could not be obtain'd she has been 
navigated by virtue of the bill of Sale and the American register 
ever since Mr. Dawson owned her. 

When she became the property of Mr. Dawson, it was convenient 
for him to have her enlarged and rigged into a Brigg, which was 
done immediately after the purchase. I have sailed in the vessell 
ever since and have been admitted to entries & clearances at the 
ports of Lisbon and other places with the before mentioned papers, 
without any difficulty untill my arrival at this port. When I re- 
ported the vessell at the Custom house here, the Collector of the 
port immediately seized her for making use of these papers; — she 
was accordingly, with all the appurtenances of the vessell (having 
no Cargo on board) on the 17 of September last taken out of my 
hands; and I have been detained here with my Ships company, 
untill the 7th of this month, when she was ordered to be restored 
to me by a decree of the Maritime Judge of this district. 

My vessell was libelled for having made a fraudulent use of the 
register above mentioned; and the libel was founded upon the act 
of the Second Congress, chap. 45, sect 27th in the trial before the 
judge, there was not the least evidence produced against me to 
prove that I had attempted any fraud on the revenues of the United 
States. On the contrary, it was admitted by the libellant and his 
Council that I never did either willfully or ignorantly commit or 
attempt any such thing. It was fully and satisfactorily made to 
appear that when I requested the Collector to enter my vessell, I 
produced the Bill of sale with the register, whereby it appeared 
that the vessell was British property. 

I proved in Court that when I first came on Shore I told th£ In- 
spector of the port that I was owned in Liverpool by Mr. Dawson 
I told the same to divers other Gentlemen of tins place who swore to 
the fact before the judge. And I proved also that I told the In- 
spector before I went to the Customhouse, when I produced him 
the Bill of Sale and register together, that I did not make use of the 
register, as a proper register of the vessell but that the Bill of Sale 
was what I had always used to enter and clear by, & that I only 
carried the Register to shew that the Brigantine I then commanded, 
was the same American bottom that Mr. Dawson purchased of Mr. 
Willock. As the Collector did not nor could not prove that I ever 
attempted to make use of the register to cover the vessell, or to make 
it appear that she was owned and navigated in any other manner 
than what was really the case. And as it fully appeared that there 
was no fraud either committed or ever meditated, but on the con- 
trary, as I always said she was British property and always ex- 
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pected to pay the duties and customs which belonged to Foreigners 
to pay. The judge did not hesitate to order the vessell to be re- 
stored to me. 

But this is but a poor compensation for the delay, expence and 
damage I have sustained in this business. My vessell, myself and 
Ships company have been idle and upon expence for three months. 
The rigging etc of the vessell is much injured, my owner will suffer 
upwards of £1000 loss in the rise of Rum since my arrival and de- 
tention here, and in addition to all this, it is impossible to say what 
damages he will suffer on the Coast, as he has now seven Ships 
waiting for the Cargo which I should have had ready to deliver 
them there, if my vessell had not been seized. If I had either done 
or intended any thing to the prejudice of the laws of this Country 
I might have suffered all this for the folly of such a step. But there 
is not a Merchant in this place nor any other person that I can hear 
of (excepting the Custom house officers) but what are of opinion 
that I am entitled to damages. I am told by my friends here that 
all the Collector ought to have done was to have taken the register 
from me and sent it on to the head of his department, to be can- 
celled; and that he had no right at all to stop my vessell. But the 
Collector is unable to make good the damages; and if he was it is 
a doubt whether they could be recovered of him as he is protected 
in the execution of his office by the laws of the United States. I 
therefore conclude that my damages ought to be demanded of the 
government. But I submit to you, Sir, the mode in which they 
ought to be applied for. I can at any time transmit to you the 
records papers and evidence from the Maritime Court of this dis- 
trict to prove the truth of the foregoing statement. And if it should 
be your opinion, Sir, that I am entitled to damages in behalf of my 
owner, I pray you to take such steps for the recovery of them as 
your wisdom shall dictate As I shall shortly be bound to the^Coast 
again (if I can be fortunate enough to escape another seizure) I 
beg that you will correspond on this subject with Mr. William 
Smith Merchant of Boston, who will forward you such papers, and 
give you such further information as you may hereafter direct. I 
have the honor to be with due respect, Your most humble Servant 

Jos. Winter. 

Copy of the original sent by post, 20 Jan y 94 

Addressed: His Excellency Geo. Hammond Esq* 
Philadelphia 
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Protest of Winter, 
commonwealth of massachusetts. 

Cumberland Ss. 

By this public instrument of Protest be it known, manifest and de- 
clared unto all to whom these presents shall come; that upon the 
day of the date hereof, before me John Frothingham Esqr. one of 
the Justices of the Peace and Notary Public for said County duly 
admitted and sworn, came and appeared Joseph W Winter, and on 
his solemn oath doth declare and say that upon the twenty fifth 
day of December last past, He received orders from the Owner of 
the Brigantine Abby, William Smith Esqr. of Boston, to apply to 
Nathl. F. Fosdick Esqr the Collector of the Ports of Portland and 
Falmouth, for a Register for said Brigantine Abby. That he ac- 
cordingly, with Mr. Ebenezer Preble Merchant of said Portland, 
the Agent of the said Smith for this purpose, did apply, on the 
twenty sixth day of December aforesaid, to the Collector afore- 
said for said Register, and there the said Preble and the said Winter 
did demand of the said Collector, a Register for said Brigantine, 
which he then and there did altogether refuse to make out and 
deliver. Wherefore the said Winter doth hereby protest, and I, 
Notary Public as aforesaid, at his request, do protest against the 
said Collector for his refusal to make out and deliver said Register 
as aforesaid; for all losses, damages, seizures, hindrances, expences, 
detentions and injuries, of whatever nature they may be, which may 
happen and arise, in consequence or by reason of the refusal of said 
Collector, to make out and deliver the Register aforesaid. In Testi- 
mony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal 
of Office at Portland in the County aforesaid the fourth day of 
January 1794. 

John Frothingham, Not y Public 
[seal.] Josh. Winter 

Instructions to Captain McNeill. 

Boston, 7th Feby, 1794. 

You being Master of the Brig Abby now loaded l and ready for 
Sea, my Orders are that you embrace the first fair wind and proceed 

1 In February, 1794, the Abby, William McNeill, master, received her cargo 
for the coast of Africa, consigned to Captain Joseph Winter, a passenger in the 
brig, and John Ashley, at Anamaboa. This cargo comprised 138 hogsheads and 
46 tierces of New England rum, containing 17.9061 net gallons. This, valued at 
three shillings a gallon, amounted to £2685. 19. 6, and with 1862 feet of oars, five 
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for the Coast of Africa, you will endeavour to make the Coast as 
farr to Windward as Cape Monte. Capt. Winter who goes with 
you in the Brig is well acquainted with the Coast and has the Direc- 
tion of the Cargo, to sell what he may think proper till the Brig 
arrives at Anamaboa, near the Bite of Benin, you will therefore 
follow Capt Winter's directions during the Voyage, on your ar- 
rival at Anamaboa the Cargo is to be delivered to Mr. John Ashley, 
after the Sales of the Cargo is compleated, you will follow Mr. 
Ashley and Capt. Winter's directions, to return with the Brig to 
this port, stoping in the West Indies or at any other Ports as they 
may direct. Should Capt. Winter and Mr. Ashley sell the Brig, 
you will then discharge your Seamen on the best terms you can, 
and return yourself on board some vessell bound to this Continent. 
If you shou'd meet with employ for yourself on the Coast, you will 
forward me the Register of the Brig by the first safe conveyance, 
You must remember at all events Registers are to be return'd when- 
ever Property is chang'd. You will in all your proceedings during 
the Voyage follow the directions of Mr. Ashley & Capt Winter. 
be frugal in your Disbursements make all possible dispatch and 
write me by every opportunity of your proceedings. I am with 
wishing you a pleasant Voyage Yours, 

W. Smith. 
I acknowledge the above to be a true Copy of the Orders I have this 
Day. Received and I promise to comply with them. 

Willm. M. McNeill. 
Signal Pendent at F. I. GM. Head. 

I agree to allow you Six pounds 13/4. for your Wages per Mo. and 
Fifty three pounds 6/6 LM for the Vo. in lieu of Priviledge, Com- 
missions, &c. 

Wm. Smith. 

Smith to Ashley. 

Boston, 7th Feby. 1794. 

Sir, — This you will receive by Capt. Joseph Winter who goes 
in my Brig Abby Capt William McNeill for your Coast with a 
Cargo of excellent Country Rum this Cargo I have consignd equally 
to Capt Winter and yourself for Sale. Capt. Winter has the Invoice 
and Bill of Loading of the Cargo, as it is all of one article I have 

barrels of tobacco, cooperage and commissions, the total reached £2954. 19. 10. 
Smith had made cash advances to Winter of £1286. 17. 10 while the ship had been 
in these waters. The insurance rate on the ship was three per cent. The rum 
came from Medford, and hauling to Boston cost three shillings a hogshead and 
two shillings a tierce. 
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directed him to stop at the Windwd. Coast as farr as Cape Monte, 
and sell part of it for such articles as may be more saleable at Ana- 
maboa and Bite of Benin. As this Cargo is in fine Order and few 
Ships have gone from this quarter I expect it will be in such de- 
mand as to meet a quick Sale and a great price and that the Brig 
will not be detain'd more than 2 or 3 Weeks on the Coast, the Net 
Pds. of the Cargo, I wou'd have returnd in good Bills of Exchange 
on England, Gold Dust, Hides & Ivory. If you can meet with a 
good chance to sell the Brig for One thousand pounds Sterlg in good 
Bills on England at 60 or 90 Days, I shou'd prefer her being sold 
to returning back here. If you do not sell her I must request you 
to Dispatch her as soon as possible that she may be here early in 
the Summer for another Cargo of Rum. If you have a good oppor- 
tunity for England send the first of each sett of Bills you may have 
to my friends Messrs Thomas Dickason & Co. of London indors'd 
for my account. By the Laws of this State no Vessell belonging to 
it, is sufferd to bring off any Slaves from the Coast of Africa under 
the penalty of £50 for each Slave and £200 fine for the Ship; you 
will not therefore suffer any to be taken off in the Abby as it is so 
contrary to my principles and the Laws of the State. 

I have sent you by the Abby Six Kidds Beef and one of our Coun- 
try Cheeses which I beg your acceptance. 

[Wm. Smith.] 

Instructions to Winter. 

Boston 7 February 1794 

The Brig Abby Capt William McNeill in which you are to pro- 
ceed for the Coast of Africa, is now ready for Sea, with this you 
will receive Invoice and Bill of Lading of the Cargo on board the 
Brig which is consign'd equally to Mr. John Ashley of Anamaboa 
and yourself to sell for my account as the Brig will run down the 
Coast a great distance and the Cargo is all of one article you have 
my directions to begin as far to the Windward part of the Coast as 
Cape Monte, and trade with the Shipping along the Coast, such 
part of your Cargo, as you may think necessary for articles that 
will make a better assortment for the Trade at the Gold Coast and 
Bite of Benin, on your arrival at Anamaboa, you will give Mr. 
Ashley an account of your proceedings and deliver him all that 
you may have on board, the Net. Pds of the Cargo I woud have 
return'd in good Bills on England at 60 or 90 Days Date, Gold 
Dust. Hides, and Ivory, but if you can meet a good chance to sell 
the Brig for One thousand pounds Sterl g pay ble in good 60 Days. 
Bills on England I should prefer her being sold to returning back 



680 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

to this port, in this case Capt McNeill will discharge his Hands on 
the best terms he can and if he does not return himself he must 
send me back his Register by the first safe conveyance. If there is 
a good oppertunity for England remit the first of all the Bills you 
take to my friends Messrs Thomas Dickason & Co. London indors'd 
for my account, you must make all possible dispatch on the Coast 
that the Brig may be back here early in the Summer. You are 
sensible that the Brig sails at a great expence and that the greatest 
economy in all your Charges is necessary to leave an handsome 
proffit. you must procure a Certificate to be sign'd by some Mer- 
chant at the Factorys or American Masters that you landed your 
Cargo in Africa in order to clear the Bond for the Excise, get dupli- 
cate certificates and if you do not return yourself send them by the 
first opportunitys. By the laws of this State no Vessell belonging 
to it, is suff erd to bring off any Slave from the Coast of Africa under 
the penalty of £50 for each Slave and £200 fine for the Ship; you 
will not therefore suffer any to be taken off in the Abby, as it is so 
contrary to my principles and the Laws of the State. With wishing 
you a pleasant Voyage, I am Y r H Ser vt 

[Not signed] 

I acknowledge to have reed, a Copy of the above as my Instructions 
with which I promise to comply. 

Josh. Winter 

From Captain Winter. 

Agreable to directions from Mr. John Ashley of Badagry on the 
Coast of Africa and agent for John Dawson Esqr. of Liverpool, I 
left the Coast of Africa for Boston North America to load with a 
Cargo of Rum consign'd by Mr. Ashley to Messrs. John Mont- 
gomery & Co. according to Mr. Dawsons Orders and Letter to 
Messrs. Montgomery, hereunto annex'd. on my arrival at Boston 
Mr. Montgomery had left this place for Spain. I therefore have 
apply'd to Mr. William Smith, the Friend and Agent of Mr. Mont- 
gomery for a Cargo, who has on the Credit of Mr. Dawson's Letter 
to Messrs. John Montgomery & Co., dated Liverpool, 24 November, 
1792, hereunto annex'd, supply'd me with a Cargo of Rum, Cash, 
and Sundry Disburstments to the Amount of Four thousand, two 
hundred, forty one pounds 17/8 sterling, as by accounts this Day 
settled, for which sum I have this Day drawn on John Dawson 
Esqr. of Liverpool at ninety Days date in two Setts of Bills: one 
Sett for two Thousand pounds Sterling, the other Sett for One 
Thousand one hundred and eighty pounds Sterling. As a Col- 
lateral Security for the payment of said Bills, I have signed an In- 
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voice of the above Cargo, to be sold on the Coast for the account 
and Resk of the said William Smith, the Net Proceeds I promise to 
hold at his disposal, 'till I receive intelligence of my said Bills being 
paid. I likewise hold myself answerable for all damages that may 
at any time arise on said Bills. 

Dated at Boston, Fifteenth Day of February, One Thousand 
seven hundred and Ninety Four. 

Josh. Winter. 

Witness 
Edward Cruft. 

Smith to Dawson. 

Boston, nth June 1794 

Sir, — I have already wrote you by this conveyance to which 
refer you. I have since reed, your esteem'd favours of 14th and 
15th April Imention'd in my Letter of 19. Feby. that I shou'd for- 
ward you the papers by the first oppertunity soon after an Embargo 
was laid by our Government and no direct oppertunity has pre- 
sented for England untill the present. At that time I did not think 
it prudent to resk papers, which if taken near this Coast might ex- 
pose the property. Cap Winter inform'd me that he had sent, a 
particular account of his proceedings at Portland, to his arrival 
here, with the Brig. I have not a Copy of the proceedings on the 
Trial, but will procure them as soon as possible from the Office 
which is at some distance from this place. Cap. W. I presume has 
inform' d you of the plan of his present Vo. the Insurance you men- 
tion was made by agreement with Cap. W. a Copy of the Policy 
you have inclos'd. the Original it is proper I shou'd keep, in case 
of a Loss to recover of the Underwriters, the Comss. of 1-2 per C* 
is customary here on making Insurance, my whole Comsss. on this 
Business are but a small compensation for the advance of so large 
a Sum at a time when Money is so valuable at this place. Cap. W. 
peculiar situation and a wish to assist a correspondent of my friend 
Mr. Montgomery were my motives for undertaking this business, 
as to indemnification for the Loss and detention at Portland, I 
think it is justly due, but to go thro' a Law Suit with the Officers 
will be expensive and the Issue very uncertain. Shoud the action 
go in your favor it is doubtful whether there wou'd be property 
to pay. and if the Brig returns here under particular circumstances, 
they might take an oppertunity to revenge themselves. I have a 
Trunk and a number of papers belonging to Cap. W. which I shall 
keep untill I hear from him, if he does not return here I shall for- 
ward them to Liverpool By the Laws of this State, the carrying of 

86 
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Slaves from Africa to the West Indies is prohibited and the Owner 
or Consignee liable to a large fine. If you think it for your Interest 
to keep a Vessell between this place and the Coast it may be done, 
provided no Slaves are ever taken on board. Shou'd you want a 
Qty of Rum shipt for the Coast I will load any Vessell you may 
send, or ship it on Frt. for you on the best terms I can procure a 
Vessell. The Cargo that Cap. W. has taken was exceeding good, 
Rum has since risen so high, that as good a Cargo cou'd not now be 
purchas'd under 3 s. Stg. per Gn. As soon as our W. I. Trade gets 
again into a regular Channel it is probable it will be at the old prices. 
I am with Respect Yr M. H Servt 

Wm. Smith 
(Copy) Origl. Ship Mary. Cap. Cunningham Via London. 

Ship's Bond. 
Trinidada, 

Whereas, Mr William Smith, Mercht. in Boston, in the United 
States of America, And William McKenzie McNeil, late Master of 
the Brig Abby, did give Bond, the former in the Penall Sum of Four 
Hundred Dollars, And the Latter in the Penall Sum of Eight Hun- 
dred Dollars that the Register Granted to the said Brig Abby and 
dated in Boston the Sixth day of Febry 1794 and No. 31, should 
not be used for any other Vessell, Except the said Brig Abby, Or 
Employed for Any Illegal Purposes, I do therefore hereby Bind and 
Oblige myself, my Heirs Executors Administrators and Assigns, to 
save and for ever Keep Harmless, the said Wm. Smith and William 
McKenzie McNeil, for all Damages or Molestation that may Accrue 
to them for and On Account of their having signed and Executed 
said Bond 20th. Augt. 1794. 

John Dawson by His Attorney 
John McBltrnie 

Smith to McNeill. 

the inclos'd Letter you will forward to Cap. Winter if you meet a 
good oppertunity you will at the same time write him of the neces- 
sity of his returning the papers, if you stop at Trinadada it is 
probable you may meet him. if you can make a profitable exchange 
of any Part of your Cargo for Sugar you may do it 

Smith to Winter. 

23. Deer 1794. 

Yours from Trinadada Via Portsmt. I reed. Cap. McNeil arriv'd 
& has recover'd his Health. Rum is so high here that it will be no 
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object for you to return & the danger of meeting with trouble at 
this Port will be great, if you cou'd inform me at what place to 
forward the papers that you left I wou'd send them, then you 
might inclose me the Brig's Papers and accounts by the first safe 
conveyance. 

Mr. Ford submitted the following papers presented by 
Mr. Samuel S. Shaw as part of the Samuel Phillips Savage 
collection. 

Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton to Savage. 

Boston, 23 March, 1702/3. 

Sir, — As I trust absence has not obliterated your affectionate 
regards for your friends; so I am willing to give you a demonstra- 
tion that it has not made us unmindfull of yourself: I look upon 
myself [as] under many obligations to seek and promote your true 
prosperity; and am thirsty after occasions to signalize my good will, 
and my just Sollicitude for the advancement of your best good. It 
administers no small satisfaction to me, that I have so good reason 
to believe that God has already by his Holy Spirit taken possession 
of you for himself; and that he will never desert you, or quit the 
conduct of you; for He that has begun a good work will perfect it. 
Yet as it becomes you to maintain an holy jealousy over yourself, 
so you must suffer your friends to be peculiarly sollicitous for you, 
when Providence has called you to sojourn in a place of uncommon 
temptations; against which nothing but a firm resolution, great 
watchfulness and circumspection, fervent prayer to God for Grace, 
will be ever able to give you the victory; In which methods I hope 
you will unfaintingly pursue the race of Christianity, which you 
are engaged to run by the uncontrolable command of God your 
Saviour, your own solemn vows, and undoubted interest both as to 
time and eternity. 

The place God has caused your lines at present to fall in is 
notorious for dangerous errors both as to Doctrine and worship: on 
the one side painted formalists may tempt you to quit the power of 
Godliness for those things that are but empty complements, those 
outward rites and forms, of which God will one day say, Who re- 
quired these things at your hand? and will apear to be but the 
false paint that the vain Superstition of man has corrupted his 
worship with all: on the other side there are the giddy enthusiasts, 
who make [it th]eir great business to ridicule and contemn the 
Christian Sabbath, ministry, and sacraments; all which are the 
valuable gifts of our ascended Jesus; and which are the appointed 
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means according to the governing wisdome of our Saviour, by 
which wee are to enjoy happy communion with God in Grace, love, 
holiness, and consolation; which helps the most improved Chris- 
tian will need till he comes to the Society of just men made perfect; 
which will not be till he has put off the raggs of mortality. Against 
the infection of these I know no better method, than reading the 
word of God, constant prayer to God, a resolution not to be swayed 
by worldly Interests which commonly are against Christ and his 
wayes; as also a recourse to your own experience of the presence of 
God in those wayes of Religion, which you profess. As to any other 
Doctrine, but what you have received according to the sacred 
Oracles, reject it, remembering what the Apostle advises i Gal. 8. 9. 
That if an angel from heaven bring any other Doctrine Let him be 
an accursed. I hope you have thro' Grace bought the truth, see 
that you do not sell it; He that barters away the least truth for 
error will be a looser in the Conclusion what ever the present terms 
may be: Suffer not yourself to be laughed out of your religion by 
such as are utter strangers to it in it's power, purity and beauty. 
Let no man take your Crown: Labour to keep up your love to, and 
desire after Communion with God in his ordinances, when you are 
providentially debar'd them. And to that end read much and often 
42. Psl., 63. Psl., 84 PsL In which you will find the breathings of 
the devout Psalmist after God's house and ordinances. Sir, I hope 
you will pardon my freedome which proceeds only from a synceer 
respect to your Person, and a just concern for the good of your 
Soul, which I cannot but look on my self, as having a particular 
charge of: The obligation of which will alwayes cause me to bear 
you and your Interests on my heart before God; seeking a blessing 
on your person, and conduct in all your affairs from heaven; to 
whose smiles I commend you, and Subscribe my self, Sir, Your 
affectionate friend, 

Eben'r Pemberton. 

Sir, you doubtless are molested by the ill treatment that Mr. 
Willard has received from Mr. Keith in a late print of his; which I 
understand is [held] up among you as unanswerable. I thofught 
it] good therefore to advertize you that there is an Answer to the 
paper written, and just gone to the press. 1 

1 In July, 1702, George Keith wrote a paper in Latin addressed to Rev. Samuel 
Willard, which was sent to him shortly after commencement, and later trans- 
lated into English and printed at New York by William Bradford, with the title 
A Refutation of a dangerous and hurtful Opinion maintained by Mr. Samuel WH- 
lard , an Independent Minister at Boston. Willard replied. 
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Note. 

1742. I remember to have heard a Story told me by the Revd 
Mr. Mather Byles of this Town, viz Boston, of a Woman who is 
now alive here, but desires to be nameless, Concerning Some Visions 
she had when in a Trance, it is as follows. 

About 50 years ago there was a great Revival of the Work of God 
at the No End, at the Old No. Church out of which Society there 
was a No. of young Women in No. about 16 who used to meet pri- 
vately for divine Exercises, One of which (who was the Above 
Woman) was under Considerable Concern of Soul and accordingly 
apply'd herself to young Docter Mather for Advise, who while she 
was in his Study with him fell in a Trance, which left her Body in 
a Senceless Frame without the least Appearance of Life from any 
of her Sences, her Eyes being fix'd wide open, in this Posture she 
Continued Some time, and when she came again to herself she gave 
the following Acco*, "that at such a place, pointing at a p[ar]t of 
the Room, she saw a most Glorious Appearance of An Angel in a 
Shining Apparel, whose Countenance and Vestments far Exceeded 
Language to Express, with whom she had some Conference, which 
I cant Justly remember so shall forbear, she accordingly asked him 
what use she might make of it. he desired her to be very Cautious 
fearing it was a Diabolical Appearance and so she left him. he 
accordingly acquaints his Father viz Mather the Elder of it, who 
by all means seem'd to think with him that it was a Satannical De- 
lusion, there happen'd something as a proff of that thing for when 
the Woman Came to her self her Eyes was quite Soar, as a person 
that had attentively lookt at the Sun, and so Continued a long 
time occasion'd as they thought by the Innexpressable Lustre, but 
I'm rather apt to believe it occasion'd by a Constant Strain on the 
Nerves of the Eyes. Sometime afterward at another of the Re- 
ligious Meetings she fell into another of these Trances but as to the 
particular appearance (tho there was personal Appearences then) 
I cant well remember what they were, but she was told that "Our 
Friend Mather is Apt to doubt we are good Angels, but tell him for 
to Convince him that we are these things, for he'll be here in half 
an hour, that he's now Studying Such a Sermon on Such a Text, 
and that such and such Thoughts have occur'd to him lately, for 
we are assisting him in his Composure of and lately Suggested such 
thoughts to his Mind, which things all prov'd true for the Doctor 
came and declar'd he was thinking a sermon on that text etc., And 
because we find that Mather the Elder is troubled at our Appear- 
ences, and is apt to doubt of our divine Mission, we will because we 
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loath to grieve him, never visit you any more, but only remember 
as a Proff that our Mission is divine that these three following Oc- 
curances shall come to pass, viz that a Jew whom Mather the Elder 
has taken great Pains with to Convert to the Xtian Faith, shall be 
Converted, 2d. that a blind Woman One Ransford, shall see, and 
3d. that Mather the Elder shall die in England, which three things 
never was veryfyed. for the Jew went over to Jamaica and dyed 
a hardned wret[c]h, this Ransford dyed as blind as she ever was, 
for Mr. Byles thinks he was at her when she dyed, and 3d. Mather 
the Elder Every One knew dyed at Boston in N. England. 

There [is] likewise a Story of Luther, of A Glorious Appearance on 
a Cross on the Close of a day of Fasting and prayer, which he was 
Just going to worship. 1 



Thomas Robinson to . 

(Copy.) 

White Hall nth November, 1755. 

Sir, — The Acc'ts which have been transmitted of the Success of 
his Majestys Arms, in the Action near Lake George on the 8th 
Sept'r and of the Considerable Reinforcements sent by the New 
England Collonys to General Johnson which there is great reason 
to hope will Effectually Enable him to pursue the Advantage he has 
Gained and Recover and support his Majestys Just rights, have 
been laid before his Majesty, and I have Received the Kings Com- 
mands to Express to you his Majesty's sense of the great Zeal and 
Spirit which the Collony under your Government has Manifested 
in so Carefully and Effectually promoting this Necessary and Im- 
portant service. His Majesty at all times desirous of Shewing 
marks of his Royall favor and Regard to those who Emminently 
Distinguish Themselves in the Defence of his Rights and in their 
Country's Service, is pleased to Order that this Letter be Com- 
municated to the Councill and Assembly of the Government, and 
that they be Acquainted that his Majesty will take an Early Op- 
portunity of Laying the perticulars of their Meritorius Conduct 
upon this Great Occasion, before his Parliament; and as his Majesty 
is Sensible that the Expences that the New England Collonys have 
Incurr'd, tho Chearfully born, Cannot but have been burthensome 
to his Brave and Good Subjects, his Majesty will at the same time 
Recommend to his Parliament to Grant to them such Assistance 

1 In an unknown hand, and found among the Savage Papers. 
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In Consideration of the Charges They have born, as their Circum- 
stances shall require, and as will Enable then Vigorously to pursue 
the great and Necessary Work which has been so Chearfully under- 
taken and hitherto Conducted with so much Spirit Zeal & Resolu- 
tion. I am Sir your Most obedient Hbl. Serv't, 

Thos. Robinson. 



Declaration. 

Whereas in a Pamphlet * entituPd a Review of the military Opera- 
tions in N. America &c printed in London 4to, Page 31st, is this 
Passage "The Scheme of a naval Armament on Lake Ontario, pro- 
jected by Lieut: Governor Clark, before the late War, submitted 
to the then Ministry, and now strongly recommended by the Com- 
missioners of the Massachusetts Bay, by some means or other 
happen'd to be hinted without Doors: Mr. Pownall intent upon 
rising into Significance among the Colonies, chose not to slip so 
favourable an Opportunity of distinguishing himself as he could 
now lay hold of from these whisper'd Intelligences: He accord- 
ingly drew up some loose, indigested Proposals with respect to 
American Affairs. Among other trite Sentiments, he urg'd this 
Scheme as a new unthought of measure, absolutely necessary to 
secure the Command & preserve the Furr Trade of those Inland 
Seas. This He deliver'd to some of the Congress 2 to be Communi- 
cated; and afterwards transmitted a Copy to England, challenging 
to himself the sole Merit of being the Original Author of so useful 
and necessary an Expedient." 

We the underwritten Commissioners appointed by the Governor 
of the Massachusetts Bay to attend the Congress at Albany on the 
Part of that Province do hereby certify, that we well remember 
that Proposals in Writing were offer'd to the Board by the Lieut: 
Governor of N. York, which he acquainted the Board he had re- 
ceiv'd from Mr. Pownall who was then at Albany, that said Pro- 
posals were judg'd by the Board to be of such Importance as to 
deserve the Thanks of the Board, which were accordingly voted to 
be given him. That we do not remember to have heard it suggested, 
either at said Congress, where the Lieut: Governor and some of the 
Council of N. York were present, nor at any time since, except 

1 By William Livingston. It was printed in London in 1757 and reprinted in 
Boston in the following year. The extract will be found on p. 26 of the Ameri- 
can edition. 

2 Albany Congress of 1754. 



688 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

from the above recited Paragraph, that Mr. Pownall had borrowed 
the said Scheme from any Person or Persons whatsoever. 

sign'd Samuel W[el]l[e]s 

Thos. H[u]tch[inso]n 
John Ch[and]l[e]r 
Oliver P[a]rt[rid]ge 
John W[o]rth[ingto]n 

Dated at Boston this 4th of Feby. 1760. 

Henry Bass to~Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston 19 Deer. 1765. 

Hon'd Sir, — On seeing Messrs. Edes & Gills last mondays 
Paper, the Loyall Nine repair'd the same Evg. 1 to Liberty Hall, in 
order to Consult what further should be done respecting Mr. Oliver's 
Resignation, as what had been done heretofore, we tho't not Con- 
clusive and upon some little time debating we apprehended it would 
be most Satisfactory to the Publick to send a Letter to desire him 
to appear under Liberty tree at 12 oClock on Tuesday, to make a 
publick Resignation under Oath: — the Copy of which the Adver- 
tisement, his Message, Resignation and Oath you have Inclos'd. 2 

The whole affair transacted by the Loyall Nine, in writing the 
Letter, getting the advertisements Printed, which were all done 
after 12 oClock Monday Night, the Advertisements Pasted up to 
the amount of a hundred was all done from 9 to 3. oClock. 

You also have a Copy, of what he said to the Publick as near as 
we can Recolect: he thank' t the Gentlemen for the Polite Letter 
and treatment he Received The Copy of what you have Inclos'd, 
was last Evg sent to Messrs. Drapers to be put in to days Paper 
wh. Directions not to print any of the transactions, without they 
did the whole; if the[y] could not wt. propriety as being the Gov- 
ernment's Printers to send it to the Patriots of Liberty Messs. 
Edes & Gill, for whom we have the greatest respect. The whole 
was Conducted to the General Satisfaction of the Publick. 

And upon the Occasion we that Evg. had a very Genteel Supper 
provided to which we invited your very good friends Mr. S[amuel] 
Afdams] and E[des] & G[ill] and three or four others and spent the 
Evening in a very agreable manner Drinkg Healths etc. 

Dr. Sir, — I must desire you'd keep this a profound Secret and 
not to Let any Person see these Papers, and should be glad when 

1 December 16. 

2 Printed in the Boston Post Boy and Advertiser, December 23, 1765, and in 
other papers of the town. 
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you come to town youd bring them with you, as we have no other 
Coppys, and choose to keep them as Archives. We do every thing in 
order to keep this and the first Affair Private: and are not a little 
pleas'd to hear that Mcintosh has the Credit of the whole Affair. 

We Endeavour to keep up the Spirit which I think is as great as 
ever. 

I give you joy in the Custom house being Opened, & hope soon 
to advise you of the Courts of justice doing the same, I am wh. my 
best wishes for you and Familys health and Happiness Your affe. 
friend 

[Henry Bass.] 

P. S. I have Reed, a Letter from Billey he Begs you'd send him 
down his Jackets and Breeches, as he Stands in great need of 'em. 
I should be glad you'd write me more perticular what Sort of Plank 
you want faiths tells me two Inch: Let me know in your next and 
about the Boards etc. 

D. Ingraham, Junr. to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, May 18th, 1776. 

Dear Sir, — Yesterday Morning one of our Small Privateers 
Gave Chase to a Ship and follow'd her almost up to the Light House 
and Boarded her and to our Surprize she made no resistance, altho' 
our Vessell mounted but 4.2 Pounders and the Enemy had (6) 4 
and 6 Pounders Loaded with Grape Shot. They brought her through 
Pulling Point Gut, and in Sight of 10 Sail of Poltroons unladed her 
in Part, and this Morning She is safe at Anchor off Hancocks Wharf. 
She is Part of Eleven Sail that saild from Ireland 34 Days ago, and 
lost the Fleet 8 Days Past, and expected to find the Troops here. 
Her Cargo is as follows 1500 Barrells (or 75 Tons) Gun Powder, 
2500 Small Arms and Carbines, a few English Goods, a Large 
Quantity of Intrenching Tools, Gun Carriages and t'is said, 8 Brass 
Field Pieces, etc. etc. etc. The Sailors on Board say she has 10,000 
Stand of Arms under the Powder. But I 'm of opinion 'tis a mistake. 
Thus while we were humbling ourselves for our Sins, and beseeching 
the Pardon of them; and intreating the Assistance of Heaven, we 
receiv'd an answer, and to me a very Striking one. Excuse my 
Errors as I'm in haste and accept my best [wishes] for Self and 
family. I am, Sir, y. h. Serv't. 

D. Ingraham, Jun. 

No Troops had Sail'd from Ireland, but were to Sail in 14 Days, 
all for Quebec. A number of Papers and Letters were found on 
board. 

87 
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James Prescott to Samuel P. Savage. 

Sudbury, 5 of May, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — I arived here Satterday Evening last, was Enocu- 
lated yesterday morning, tho not yet in the Hospetil. Mrs. Pres- 
cott and her little flock are in a hopefull way. after I arivd here, 
she shew me your kind letter of the 26 of Apriel and Informd. me 
of the present made her by your Self and Capt. Williams, with 
Gratitude she returns her Best Comple'ts to the Gen't for the re- 
spect shewn her. I also return my sincere thanks for the kindness 
shewn me and them, hope I shall have it in my power to make 
sutable returns. It may be some satisfaction to you and the Gen't 
of the Board [of War] to know how far we have proceeded in our 
Inquiry after Counterfit money and what turns up, not to mention 
the Examination had before I was at Boston last, as I gave you a 
short account of it then, my brother and I set out fryday evening 
from Boston, got home Satterday noon; late in the afternoon the 
Spies we had sent out returned, and gave such Information that 
we judged it Expediant to go to Shewsbury, accordingly we took 
Eight or ten men with us, Several of them my Deputys (for I made 
about ten for this speshal purpose) men that I Can trust, and set 
off monday Evening, got to Shewsbury Tusday morning little 
after son rise, took three or for into Custody, found Bad money, 
in perticuler four peices of money made in Imetation of moidors, 
very Bad. I suppose a number thereabouts Concerd. in the plan; 
wensday night the Justices adjornd. till moneday morning, and 
then we road home in the night, before I set out, sent one of my 
Deputies to Boston after one of Bushes Sons (at Bushes I found the 
Bad moidors) he found him in Boston, and took him, sercht him 
and found two more of them moidors, 4 Contenental 30 Dollar 
Counterfit Bills, Several Connec't and New Hamsheir Counterfit 
Bills, I hope there will be a strict Enquiry made in that Quarter, 
when we got home found a Gentn. from Exeter, Inquiring after 
Evidence etc against those they had taken; we assisted him in his 
Enquirys and made out very well; I hope those in that Quarter 
will be well securd. you will naturally Enquir what Evidence we 
have got. I answer In general, we have Evidence that there is 
grate Quantity of money Counterfited, that there is Silver and 
Gold Counterfit. I have got part of a set of tools for making hard 
money, one witness says he had of one who is now in goal a set of 
Stamps for half Joes, that the same man Bought them Back again 
for another man which we know, that some of their Clubs (for there 
is Numbers of small Clubs But a Communication from one to the 
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other through the whole, as they term it) have Drank Confution 
and Damnan. to Genl. Washington and army, and Suckses to How, 
that one or more of the Clue [crew] was Bieing Stores such as Sperits, 
Entrenching tools, Spades, Shovels, pick axes, etc. was askt what 
he ment by it. the answer was to store up against they made there 
Stand, for there would be none to be had then, what Do you mean 
by your Stand; was answered, God, you'l know before mid summer, 
that they had got so forward as to look out officers, that two men 
who are in custody were to take high command, Colls, at lest, that 
they had Communication into York, and had Inteligence Every 
month and said they would have in spite of us, and that by mid 
summer should see Hundreds Hung upon the Trees, etc. I have 
just given a hint of what opens in our Inquiry it would be two 
teadious to be perticuler. these are the plots I feard. were laying, 
and have mention'd my apprehentions, to some Gent, with a De- 
gree of wormth, and have Ben answered you are frited, etc. (I am 
not frited) But I am concernd. for my Cuntry; I wish soon to 
see that Sperit of Slumber shook of which has too long prevaild. 
alredy and a Sperit of Viger and activity, universally take place. 
I think it is more then time, we should all up, and look about us, 
for I Verily beleve, (and am not frited neither) that within 2 or 3 
months from this time, they had fully Determined to make their 
Stand, (as they Call it), one could hardly beleve how Deep they 
had laid this their Hellish plot, if so much lenity is to be shewn to 
that sort of people, (I mean Torys) as has been hitherto, I Bid 
adue to my beloved Cuntry, my Sperits rise with Indignation 
against the Doings of all such sons of Belial. Please to Present my 
Cordial Respects to the Honle. Gent, of the Boad of War. I am 
Sir most Respectfully your very Humle. Sert. 

James Prescott. 

N. B. pardon the Imperfect account I have given, feteage and 
want of rest has renderd me (at this time) Incapable of giveing a 
perfect account, there is some of the wicked people in Boston and 
Else where I beleve, tho I may not at this time mention them. 

I hope you wont publickly Discover the foregoing letter as it is 
so very Imperfect. 

j. p. 

I hope something will be done by the genl. Court before they rise 
in this matter by appointing a Com'tee of Safty with full (if not un- 
limited) power to take up Torys, serch for stores etc. etc. I should 
be Exceeding glad to see you as soon as posable, as there is Some- 
thing of the Highest Consequence to Communicate to you. 
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Thomas Marshall to Samuel P. Savage. 

Ticonderoga, June 17th. 1777. 

Dear Sir, — Yours of 9th. Inst. I Received per post and am 
very much obliged to you for the Trouble you was at in laying my 
Letter before the Honble. Court, and am much pleased that the 
Massachusetts Troops are soon like to be provided for. Have noth- 
ing Extraordinary to Inform you of at present as we Seem to be 
very uncertain ourselves, but the Currant Report is that the Enemy 
in Number about Six Thousand are at and nigh St. Johns, Last 
Thursday Two prisoners were brought in, the One a Soldier that 
was taken last Spring at Sabath day point, and had deserted from 
the Enemy, the other Man has a letter directed to Genl. Sullivan, 
Informing that the Enemy were Strong, by Sea and Land and were 
on a movement for Ticonderoga. the letter was not Subscribed 
but by Several Circumstances the writer would let the Genii, know 
him. but the writer was Suspected of being a Rogue and the Bearer 
a Spy and was accordingly Confined, the Troops here are in good 
Spirits and very healthy but are in want of many real necessarys 
(which according to your letter I hope they will soon be Supply'd 
with) the Number of Troops here now I Suppose to be about Four 
Thousand, we have for Several Mornings heard the Enemys morn- 
ing Gun but Imagine it from a Galley that has layed this some 
time at Split Rock the Generalls here at present are St. Clair, 
Fermoy, Poor, and Patterson, & Genl. Schuyler is Expected here 
Immediately. Shall Endeavour to Inform you of any thing Interest- 
ing by Every Oppurtunity and beg you to do the Same and 
Am Dear Sir yr. very humle. Sert. 

Thomas Marshall. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, July 9th. 1777. 
My dear friend, — I could wish it was in my power to furnish 
Rum for the articles you mention, I hant one drop in my distill 
House but what belongs to the Board of Warr, I having supplyd 
several People from the Country with small quantities for their 
Labouring People, that I am afraid I shall be somewhat short in 
the Rum for the board, the Present is a verry Important Crisis 
various reports we have had from the Southward & Northwd. but 
the following may be depended on. the Jerseys is now Intirely 
quit of the Enemy it is thought their design is up the North River 
Genl. Putnam at Peeks Kill is five thousd. strong Genl. Washington 
gave out in orders the day the Express left Camp (which was six 
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or seven days since) for the whole Army to hold themselves in 
readiness to March supposed up No. River that before the Enemy 
left Amboy a severe Skirmish took place the whole Body of the 
Enemy came out Ld. Stirling was Orderd to Attack them not know- 
ing there was so many and had it not been for the French Genl. De. 
Boree he would have been surrounded and taken the old Genl. sup- 
ported him with great resolution with his Brigade, they were 
Obliged to retreat in which we lost three peices of Brass Cannon 
and about fifty killd. It is supposed the Enemy lost as many, as 
it was hot work while it lasted. Our men behaved with great Bravery. 
They Choose to face the Enemy in the field and not to have any 
Brest works for defence the above I heard the Express, Capt. 
Dimond Morton relate, we have late news from Ticonderoga. we 
have 4500 men in that garrison in good spirits and pretty well sup- 
plyd the Militia is Continually going up as reinforcements the 
Enemy have made an Appearance on the lake with two stout Ships 
and other Craft but they have secured them (after the Example of 
Adml. Graves) with Booms least our People should destroy them 
they seem to be in no fear of any Attack soon on the whole by 
what I can learn affairs in that Quarter wear rather a favourable 
Aspect. May God in his Infinite Goodness appear for his people 
and support and defend our rightious Cause, yesterday a Prize 
arrivd at Marblehd. taken by Capt. Oaks bound from Jamaica to 
London with 219 Hhds. Rum on board etc we are all well but want 
your Company among us give my kind regards to Mrs. Savage 
we all Join in respect to your self and your whole Fire Side. I am 
most affectionately your assured friend 

John Scollay 

before the Enemy left the Jerseys they destroyd sixty Houses 
and every thing they could lay their hands on the Inhabitants 
were so reduced that Genl. Washington was obliged to supply them 
with provision. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, July 12, 1777. 

My Good Friend, — Melancholy Tidings, however God Reigns, 
our Cause is Just and I trust we shall finally Prevail, yesterday an 
Express arrivd from a Frontier town in Hampshire State, with a 
Coppy of a Letter from Genl. Sinclair to a town in that State set- 
ting forth that (I think it was) the 7 th. Instant they Quitted the 
fort and Lines at Tyconderoga that the Enemy Imediatly took 
possession, they Left all their Cannon and most all Military and 
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other Stores and fled for their Lives to a place calld Bennington in 
Hampshire State, there they Intend making a Stand how dis- 
reputable this Act to the Cause, the fault Layes somewhere and 
must be remidied if we dont put aside all party and selfish views 
and seek only the Common good we are a gone People, this Morn- 
ing a Gentleman arrivd from Providence who saw Genl. Prescot of 
the Brittish Troops at Breakfast yesterday at Providence the way 
he was taken was thus, two Women came off from the Island gave 
an Accot. that Genl. Prescot kept at his Country House out of the 
town of Newpt. and but a Slender Guard, on this Intelligence 45 
men set off from Providence at Midnight Surrounded his House 
took him his Aid de Camp and all his guards and brought them off 
to Providence where they now are. We are all well kind regards to 
Mrs. Savage and the Girls. I am your assured friend 

John Scollay. 

P. S. I wish you could send me a bag of Indn Meal. 

Samuel A. Otis to Samuel P. Savage. 

War Office, Boston July 14th. 1777. 

Sm, — The Lighters and Galley are now loading suppose they 
will go hence tomorrow (Tuesday) Morning Tide, their Loading 
will be 80 Chests of Arms, Sugars, and dry Goods, Duck, Cordage 
etc. We mean to send nothing to Sudbury but Shott etc. that will 
bear the Weather, for which you may send to Boston 50 Carts or 
more if you please. The Galley and two Lighters will be at Water- 
ton Wednesday or Thursday in Case of Accident will carry 40 or 
50 Tons. Are satisfied their Contents should be stored at your dis- 
cretion, at Weston, Concord or Sudbury. We are astonished at the 
Guardless Transportation of the Powder, in this and future matters 
you are vested with "plenary powers" 

Sad indeed is the disaster of poor Tyfconderoga], but so short and 
unexplicit the Accounts, no comment can be made at present, ex- 
cept in general, that as the Events of War are uncertain a steady 
Conduct and unruffled Mind in the Gales of Prosperity and Blast 
of Adversity become the Man and the Patriot. Our Mr. Brown 
has lately wrote you, which apprehends you have not receiv'd 
from your Silence upon the Subject. 

Young Andrew Henshaw is applying for the Store-Keepers Birth 
etc if you find any necessary Employment, we recommend him to 
your Patronage, Wlio will call on you tomorrow. 

We are Sir Your Most humble Serts. By order of the board, 

Sam. A. Otis P. Pro Tern. 
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John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

19th July 1777. 

My dear Friend, — I Reed, yours of the 17th. I got the Ar- 
ticles ready you orderd but Mr. Russell tells me he cant Carry them 
not 'till he comes to town again. I allso reed, yours of Last Evening 
per Mr. Russell. News we have a great deal but verry Little that 
can be depended on, that Ticonderoga is taken and shamefully is 
a Melancholy truth such an Instance of misconduct in a General I 
believe scarcely ever was known, on Sight of the Enemy the generals 
left the Fort with most all the stores and fled for their Lives I do 
suppose without Issuing any regular orders to the Regmts. Colo. 
Marshall knew nothing of the affair he was quietly at rest in his 
bed was awkd by his Lieutt. Colo, and told that all the Regmts. 
but his had quitted the Fort. He mustered his men as quick as he 
could but was left in the rear of the Army and met with some loss 
from the Enemy, his Brother a Captain and his Nephew a Lieutt. 
two fine young fellows were killd or Missing the Colo, writes that 
the place was not deliverd up for want of Spirit in the men, but says 
no more, many People doubt the Truth of the Fox man of Warr 
being taken it was said at first that the news was brought by Capt. 
McNeil who was it was said damaged in an Engagement with a 
40 gun Ship and arrivd at the Eastwd. to repair but no Express has 
ever come from him nor no Letter to any one it is verry strange 
that he should lay in port twelve or fourteen days & not write to 
the Court nor any of the agents nor the bd. of War. if he was there 
so many things of the greatest consequence as he must be Charged 
with he would certainly have communicated them as above we have 
had a report that the Fox was retaken by a 64 and Carried into 
Halifax perhaps there is nothing of truth in the whole of the Story, 
we have an Acct. of the Bravery of a Colo. Brewer who after the 
retreat of our People at Ty. took possession of an old Fort near 
Wood Creek calld fort Ann built by Genl. Nicholson in 171 1 He 
was there attackd by 1500 of the Enemy he with his men sus- 
taind the Attack and made most dreadful Slaughter among them, 
thus farr is no doubt true it is said and by some that were in the 
fort that the Enemy Left four hundred and five dead on the Spot 
how many wounded is not said but it must be much more than the 
dead the Certainty of the Numbers will be known perhaps by the 
post this day. it is said that Genl. Putnam is orderd up to Albany. 
I wish he had had the Command a Month ago. no Certain Accts. 
where How is bound, it is thought up the No. River. He goes to 
his destruction if he goes there, your observation on my Wifes 
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conduct is verry Just a good deal must be Imputed to Indisposi- 
tion However she is too Apt to put Comfort from Her I often 
Chide her for it and sometimes I am Sorry that I do because it gives 
her uneasiness. My dear friend we live in tumultuous times, if 
we have hope through free Sovereign Grace in Gods Covent. and 
promises what reason have we to be contented with our Lot be it 
ever so distressing, as to my self I can say that all my Hopes are 
founded on the Sovereign Grace of God Manifested in the Glorious 
Gospel of his dear Son the Clearer views I have of my Interest 
herein the greater is the peace and Tranquility I enjoy Indeed 
there is no stable Tranquility any where else. I dont know how 
you find it but I can say of myself that I am prone to depart from 
God I find my Soul Cleave to the dust was it not for this Gracious 
Covenant I could have no hope, this Letter is wrote with great 
haste you will Excuse the Inchoherance of it my kind respects to 
all yours 
I am your assured friend 

John Scollay. 

P. S. you will if you please burn this Scrawl, but I shant burn 
your Judicious Letter. J. S. 



John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, July 25th 1777. 

My dear Friend, — I reed, yours per Mr. Greaves and have 
per him sent the Bbl. and Keg of Rum the Sugar and Candles, as 
Mrs. Melvill will be in town this day we did not send her Trunk, 
as to news the following is what is the latest. Capt. Manly it is 
said is arrivd at the Eastwd. Several prizes have arrivd at the 
Outports. two Valuable prizes are brought in here by a small fish- 
ing Vessell with two Swivells and Sixteen men Capt. Fisk from 
France arrivd yesterday a French officer of Eminence came in him 
no news has Transpired Capt. Harriden is not taken he was 
Chased by the Fodryont threw over his guns and got from him 
into Bilboa; no Late news from the Westwd. yesterday we had a 
high Scene in this town. In the Morning a Number of Women 
waited on Mr. Boylston they told him that they kept little Shops 
to sell Necessarys for Poor People they understood that he had 
Coffee to sell and if he would sell it at a reasonable price they would 
take it of him he gave them a verry short answer and they Left 
him. about 3 oClock in the afternoon a Number of Women mostly 
from the North part of the town assembled under the direction of 



IOII.] SAVAGE PAPERS. 697 

one Mrs. Colter they were not your Maggys but reputable clean 
drest Women some of them with silk gownes on they went to 
Boylstons Warehouse where they found him they Insisted on 
having his Coffee at their price. He refused they without Cere- 
mony put him into a Cart they having one at hand and drove him 
some way up the Wharf he found it Impossible to withstand gave 
them his Keys they took one Cask and Carried it off Intending to 
pay him for it. Poor Boylston was never so Swetted since he was 
born he was verry roughly handled I am sorry for the Occasion 
but I cant say I am sorry that he has met with a rebuff. We had 
yesterday a Legal town Meeting the town agreed to raise by Sub- 
scription £8000.0 La. Money to put into the hands of a Com- 
mittee to purchase articles for the Inhabitants to deliver them to 
the Hucksters at the price they cost they to sell them to the In- 
habitants at a Moderate proffit I hope this method will be of Ser- 
vice my kind respects to Mrs. Savage I am with great regard your 
assured friend 

John Scollay. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Monday Morning, [July, 1777.] 

My dear Friend, — I reed, your Billet by an Officer he de- 
sired me to enquire if Mr. Austin had wrote or sent to you Mr. 
Austin says he sent an express to you yesterday, you may rest 
assured that Ticondo. has been shamefully evacuated by our Peo- 
ple and is now in the hands of the Enemy. I had rather have heard 
that one half of them had been cut to pieces in its defence, how- 
ever, we live in a Checquered State, all things will end well to this 
People, is my full perswasion. yesterday we had Certain Intelli- 
gence from the Eastwd. that Capt. Manly and McNeal were ar- 
rived at Sheepscot with the Fox Brittish Frigate of 36 Guns they 
took her on the banks, she is a fine new Ship with a Copper Bottom 
Capt. McNeal was damaged in an Engagement with a 40 Gun 
Ship and was forced to stay to be repaird but Manly with the Fox 
under the Commd. of Capt. Waters are gone out on a Cruise they 
having mannd her out of Manly and McNeal with 100 men that 
enterd out of her my best respects to Mrs. Savage your friend etc. 

J. Scollay. 

yesterday two Expresses arrivd advising that the Enemy at New 
York .had embarqued on board their Transports and had all fell 
down to the hook for sailing they cant tell where but they are not 
going up the North River it is not unlikely that they are bound 

88 
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this way this advice is sent that we may be prepared for them 
what method will be gone into I know not but I think we all ought 
to rise as one man to oppose them even to the death, yours as 
above 

J. Scollay. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, 2d Augt. 1777. 

My dear Friend, — The Rumour that we had yesterday 
proves to be a rumour Indeed the Council yesterday Sent an ex- 
press to Cape Ann who returnd this Morning Colo. Warner who 
Sent the first express writes that no fleet had as yet appeard that 
the Information he had was wrong the Person he believes took the 
Looming of the Isle shoals for a Fleet however be it as it may it 
will I dont doubt have a good Effect to rouse us to prepare for an 
Attack. Manly is without doubt taken and Carried into Halifax 
but he did not Surrender his Ship till she was torn to pieces by his 
Opponant who was a 44 Gun Ship, this Morning we have news 
from Peeks Kill that Genl. Washington was moving towards Phila. 
I have Sent up some trunks have agreed with Mr. Parks for 2/6 
per Mile -pray Send down my Chaise by the first Cart that comes 
I, shall want it much for my family I can get it mended better in 
Boston than in the Country I suppose it can come with Safety at 
the tail of a Cart, my kind respects to Mrs. Savage give my Love 
to Betsy Mr. Lowell is well as are the Children, your Friend etc. 

J. Scollay. . 

I have sent Six trunks 1 Bed & Bed Stead 2 Carpets. 

Tell Mrs. Lowell to make her mind easy about her family as good 
Care will be taken by her Mother as tho she was here if she Chooses 
it Polly Vert will come up when Mr. Lowell comes & they will bring 
Michael with them, youl pay Mr. Parks. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, Saturday 13th Septr. /n 

My verry dr. friend, — I reed, yours per Mr. Russell. We 
were apprehensive that as you had not made your appearance that 
you were Indisposed I am glad you are on the mending hand. 
Afflictive dispensations are part of gods Covenant with his People, 
our Interest in this Covenant Insures to us such Blessings that (at 
least) we ought quietly to Submit to whatever God may deal out 
to us. this is a doctrine my dear friend that I ought to Inculcate 
on my Self I am Sure I have reason in Consideration of what the 
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Blessed God has done for me & in me a poor Sinful unworthy Crea- 
ture to be Contented yea to rejoice in my Lot be it what it may. a 
Holy Submission to the Will of God in doing and in Suffering is not 
only our duty but our greatest Felicity a Felicity which God Grant 
that you (my dr. friend) and I may be blessed with. I am sorry 
Mrs. Savage is unwell pray God restore her to health. Yesterday 
Genl. Palmer Returned from Albany gives the following Accot. 
that Genl. Gates has with him 9000 men Lincoln about 6000 
Staarks 1000, that He has orderd Lincoln to fetch a Compass on 
one wing of Burgoine who I think is at Saratoga strongly [in]trenched 
Arnold with another party to fetch a Compass [on] the other Wing 
so as to meet in his rear Staarks with 1000 men and some rifle men 
to penetrate the Woods and Clear the way Gates to advance in 
front this Expedition was to Commence last Sabbath I Learn that 
Gates is determind to give him Battle, this Morning Genl. Spencers 
aid der Camp came to town and says two gentlemen were arrivd 
where he came from from Philadelphia and says that How and Wash- 
ington are Encampd near Elk River, Maryland, on a large Hill of 
some miles long calld Iron Hill, that in a Skirmish our people took 
from the Enemy 180 Light Horse and 100 Light Infantry, the 
pressent is an Important Crisis every Hour may produce Important 
events the preservation of Civil and Religious Liberty is Sus- 
pended on it. I trust God's People are Importunate at the Throne 
of Grace at this Season for our Bleeding Country, however I dont 
doubt but all will Issue in our Common Good, my Wife and 
daughters Join in the most Cordial Respects to Mrs. Savage and 
Family I am Dr. Sr. your affectionate Friend, 

J. Scollay. 

John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

My verry dr. Friend, — I have per Miss Lucy sent your 
Shoes. I do Suppose you'l be glad to know what is going among 
us. a Privateer belonging to Colo. Sears arrived yesterday after 
a Cruise of thirty three days, has taken four Valuable prizes two 
are arrivd, one is now arriving in the other not arrived, the more 
we hear of the Important affair at Brandy wine hill, the more In- 
teresting it appears it has been to the Enemy another Bunker Hill 
Battle a few more such would ruin them, our Loss is great from 
500 to a thousand Killd & wounded the Enemys from 1500 to 
Twenty five hundd these accounts they have at head Quarters by 
Surgeons who were Calld in to Assist the Enemys Surgeons, so great 
was their Loss and the distress they were in that although they had 
got possession of the ground they did not Stir for two or three days 
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not so much as to Send out a Scout. I do beleive it has been a 
Stunning blow to our Enemys. the last Accots. are that Genl. 
Washington has passd the Schuylkill, is Collecting his Troops, and 
is determined to give Howe Battle How Important the Event of 
this to the Liberties of America I trust that Gods People are be- 
seiging the Throne of Grace for their Bleeding Country I trust that 
God will give us deliverance. Yesterday we had an Acct. from the 
Western Countrys that Last Saturday a heavy Cannonading was 
heard it is Supposed that Genl. Gates and Burgoine were then En- 
gaged we have an Acct. this day that gains Credit that Tycon- 
deroga is taken by the N. Hampshire men I was talking with Col. 
Walker about it he beleives it is True this being the Case I think 
Burgoine must give way. the Accts. of this Matter are verry par- 
ticular which makes it beleived. I pray God to prepare us for his 
holy Will Subjection hereto is not only our duty but our Felicity, 
we all join in respects to Mrs. Savage I am most Sincerely yours 
most Affectionately 

J. Scollay. 
Septr. 25th, 1777 



John Scollay to Samuel P. Savage. 

Boston, Apr. 20th. 1778. 

My verry dear friend, — I duly reed, your kind Letter dated 
Friday Evening am sorry your health is not mended by being at 
Home and retired from the Hurry of business. I believe that noth- 
ing will help you more than a quiet Composure of mind, for I am 
perswaded that there is the Origin of your Malady, for this you have 
a remedy at hand; Live in the Contemplation of the Power and 
Goodness of God. Look unto him thro' Jesus Christ as your Cove- 
nant God and Father, that all his dealings with you are in Covenant 
Love and faithfulness, this is your Privilege this is your duty. O 
my friend I find in myself a dead Barren heart, dead to every thing 
that is divine, attached to the World and the things of it, but Blessed 
be God for the Salvation that is in Christ Jesus here is my only 
hope and Confidence, yesterday the Anniversary of the Memorable 
19th. of Aprill. Mr. Dean, Brother to our Agent at the Court of 
France arrivd in Town with dispatches for Congress, he brought 
Letters from Mr. Franklyn to Several Gentlemen in Town. Mr. 
Jeffries and Mr. Eckly spent the Last Evening with me they saw 
a Letter to Mr. Cushing the Substance of which was that France 
and Spain had acknowledgd to American Colonies to be Free and 
Independant States, that a Number of Merchant Ships were about 
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Sailing with Large quantitys of goods particularly Large Supplies 
for our Army (Mr. Dean says they were Saild) escorted by four 
Sixty Gun Ships that his most Christian Majesty had come into a 
Treaty with our agents to support us against our Enemys that He 
requires nothing from us but a free Trade for his Subjects. Mr. 
Dean came to Town from Casco Bay where he arrivd a few days 
past in a French Frigate after 36 days passage. Mr. Franklin men- 
tions that the Brittish minister had brought into Parliamt. two 
Bills purporting an Accomodation with us but speaks of them as 
Evasive and dont say what the fate of them was. Mr. Dean says 
that they had in France an Accot. from Brittain that Lord North 
had declared in Parliament that he had been wrong through false 
Information respecting America, that he had proposed a Bill for 
an Accommodation that it was brought into parliamt. that a Long 
debate was held on it that finally it was carried by a Large Majority, 
the Substance of the Bill that Six Gentlemen should be appointed 
as Commissioners who should Imediately repair to America and 
Treat with Congress on the Subject of peace that the Gentlemen 
for this Service were apointed this my friend is great and good 
news, big with Important Circumstances, to a verry Sinful and 
degenerate People may every Heart be penetrated with a Sense of 
the goodness of God herein, and may we become a penitent and re- 
formed People. I hope that every One will stand forth as he is 
Calld and help on the work of reformation for we cant expect to be 
a happy untill we are a reformed People. 

Major Pollard and Mr. Barrat are returned from Newport wither 
they went with Burgoine I am informed that they were verry 
Genteely and kindly entertaind that Burgoine fulfilld all his En- 
gagements to an Iota, they have brought as I hear thirty thousd. 
pounds Sterling in Cash and the provisions stipulated is Landed on 
the Continent and a Commissioner comeing to Boston with it. youl 
Excuse the Incorrectness of this Long Epistle I will Endeavor to 
do your message to Capt. Phillips and Capt. Williams [we] are all 
well, my good womans Long face is a good [deal] diminished, give 
my kind respects to Mrs. Savage 

I am most Sincerely and Affectionately yours etc. 

J. Scollay. 

P. S. my Wife is very Anxious about your health she thinks as 
I do that you will be better in Boston attending on the business of 
the board than in the Country. I dont doubt that Mrs. Savage will 
dispence with this to preserve your health, a Little Excursion Home 
now and then would be Exhilirating. We will do all we can to make 
you Easy and Comfortable. 
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Brigadier General Henry Knox to Samuel P. Savage. 

Quarters of the Artillery, 17th April 1779. 

Sir, — I received your favor of the 18th. ultimo, respecting your 
son * who is at present in Colonel Greatons regiment being intro- 
duced into Colo. Cranes batallion of Artillery. 

I have not the least objection on my part and as it is also agreable 
to the Colonel it remains only that he sends me a recommend for 
that purpose which I will countersign and forward to the board of 
War who will Isue a Commission accordingly. I dont know the 
present rank of the Young Gentleman but it would be but fair to 
apprize him that such is the arrangement of the Artillery that no 
person can enter any of the batallions without entering as the 
youngest Lieutenant in it. The Young Gentleman understanding 
and agreeing to this may join any Company Colo. Crane shall 
direct as soon as the Colonel signs and forwards the recommend 
to me. 

I am happy Sir in having it in my power to do you this small 
service and shall be more happy in further opportunities of the 
like or any other kind. 

I am Sir with respect Your most obedient Humble Servant 

H. Knox. 

The seventh volume of the seventh series of the Collections, 
being the first volume of the Diary of Cotton Mather, was 
reported as ready for distribution. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by the President 
and Messrs. Storey, Weeden, Sanborn, Bigelow, Long, 
T. L. Livermore and Rand. 

After the adjournment of the Society the members present 
at the meeting and a large number of invited guests were en- 
tertained in the Ellis Hall by the President. 

1 Henry Savage. 
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MEMOIR 

OP 

JOHN LATHROP 

By ARNOLD A. RAND 



Springing from such an ancestry and educated amidst 
stimulating and refining influences, it is not surprising that 
John Lathrop, Student, Advocate, Soldier and Judge, exempli- 
fied those sterling qualities which marked his early life and 
developed in him that sturdiness of character, that quiet, effec- 
tive demeanor, that bravery in thought and act, that keen 
sense of justice, leaning always toward the side of mercy where 
right was not invaded, that marked a life of mental activity 
and decisive action combined with courteous demeanor and 
unfailing resolve. 

John Lathrop was born at Boston, February 8, 1835, the son 
of Reverend John P. Lathrop, an Episcopal clergyman and a 
Chaplain in the United States Navy, and traced his descent 
from the early puritans. 

Reverend John Lothrop, his first American ancestor, was a 
Nonconformist minister in England, and after imprisonment 
by Archbishop Laud for keeping a Conventicle, he came to 
America in 1634 and became the first minister at both Scituate 
and Barnstable. 

Reverend John Lathrop, the great-grandfather of Judge 
Lathrop, was pastor of the Second Church in Boston for forty- 
eight years. His son graduated at Harvard in 1789 and was 
known as a teacher, a poet and a lawyer. 

The boy life of Judge Lathrop was marked by studious 
habit, easy acquisition and a reserve in manner which indi- 
cated energy and directness to be availed of whenever occa- 
sion should demand. He fitted for college in the public schools 
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at Dedham, where his family were then living, graduated at 
Burlington College, New Jersey, in 1853, an( i three years later 
took the degree of A.M. His college course gave promise of 
greater development, and when his choice of profession was 
made, he entered the Harvard Law School, graduating in 
1855, and afterwards studied law in the office of the late Hon. 
Charles G. Loring, then one of the most eminent lawyers in 
Boston. He was admitted to the Massachusetts bar in 1856, 
and speedily took position as astute counsel with a mind well 
equipped to follow the specialty of practice to which he de- 
voted himself. 

In the midst of high hopes for usefulness came the call to 
arms for the suppression of rebellion and the maintenance of 
the Union. Without hesitation he volunteered and was com- 
missioned First Lieutenant in the 35 th Massachusetts In- 
fantry, being speedily promoted to a Captaincy in the regi- 
ment which was from its first appearance in the field thrown 
into active service at the front, received its baptism of fire at 
South Mountain and established its position as a fighting regi- 
ment at Antietam and Fredericksburg. 

Of Captain Lathrop it may be said that he was a true soldier, 
watchful, faithful, - ever ready for duty, however arduous or 
dangerous, possessed of good judgment, courageous and per- 
sistent in battle, quick to respond to every demand and ever 
present with his command ready for duty. When, in the fall 
of 1863, malarial fever rendered him unfit for further service, 
with broken health he returned to Boston and took up anew 
his law practice, devoting himself to admiralty cases. In 1874 
he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

In this branch of the law he achieved such distinction that 
it was a surprise when following his inclination he accepted in 
March, 1874, the appointment of Reporter of Decisions and 
for fourteen years devoted himself to absolutely congenial 
work, winning the appreciation of bench and bar. The head- 
notes of the Massachusetts Reports from Volume cxv (in 1874) 
to Volume cxlv (in 1888) are models of clearness and con- 
centration. 

Appointed a Justice of the Superior Court in 1888, he won 
for himself distinction for sound law in decisions and the grati- 
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tude of many a witness through his maintenance of absolute 
fairness and consideration in examination. 

His elevation to the Supreme Bench in 1891 brought general 
satisfaction to the bar, and his welcome by his associates was 
cordial and enthusiastic. He resigned from the bench, on 
account of ill health, in 1906. 

The dignity of the bench has seldom been better maintained, 
and the opinions delivered take high rank in the jurisprudence 
of the State. 

While Reporter for the Court, he was for two years a lecturer 
in the Harvard Law School, and at two different periods a 
lecturer in the Law School of Boston University. In 1906 he 
received the honorary degree of LL.D. from Williams College. 
He was elected a member of this Society in December, 1905. 
Though he was a frequent writer on professional topics, he 
made no contributions to our printed Proceedings, and, owing 
to the increasing infirmities of age, he was an irregular attend- 
ant at the monthly meetings. Judge Lathrop was also a mem- 
ber of the Loyal Legion, of the Military Historical Society, of 
the Union Club, of which he was President for two years, of 
the St. Botolph Club, of which he was Vice-President for seven 
years, and of other organizations. He was married in June, 
1875, to Eliza Davis Parker, daughter of Richard Green Parker, 
a well-remembered teacher in Boston, and author of numerous 
school books. Mrs. Lathrop died in Boston, in July, 1903. 
They had no children, but their marriage was a very happy 
one. 

Judge Lathrop died of pneumonia, August 24, 19 10, at 
Dedham, where he had passed the summer during the later 
years of his life. 

In his retirement he lived among the books he loved so well, 
and a peaceful death ended a lif e of achievement and honor. 



